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oipon NIV Ty oAy, imep dpODG ye HKioTAL,
e éwg dryadnyv givor.

Avaykn y', o).

Afjlov o1 &1L coen T' €0Ti Kai dvdpeia Kai
ocOPP®V Kal dkaia.

ARlov.

Ovkodv 011 av aTdV EVPOLEY &V OVTH, TO
VIOAOIOV EGTOL TO OVY, NMUPNUEVOV;

“I suppose that our city, if it’s really been
founded correctly, is completely good.”

“Inevitably,” he said.

“Then clearly it’s intelligent, courageous,
disciplined, and just.”

“Clearly.”

“Then whichever of them we find in it,
what’s left will be what hasn’t yet been
discovered?”

Two inferences

1) Ifacity is agathé, it is also at least sophé, andreia, sophron, and dikaia.

2) Ifacityis agathé, it is also only sophé, andreia, sophron, and dikaia.

Finding the remainder
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Overview of Republic 6.484c—487a

485 b1-8 Philosophical natures desire to learn the whole of unchanging things.

c3—d1 SO, they hate falsehood and desire truth, since truth is akin to knowledge (copia).

d3—4 SO, they desire to learn the whole of truth (dAn0eia).

do—el SO, they care only about psychic pleasures, not bodily pleasures.

e3-5 SO, they are disciplined (co@pwv) rather than driven by money (pthoypfotog).

486 a4—6 FURTHER, they are not stingy (&ve,edBepog) or petty (cpkpoArdyog), since they
strive after the whole of everything.

a8-10 SO, they share in generosity (peyoaronpéneia [~ éhevBeprotc?]) and contemplate
all of it.

al0-bl SO, they do not care much about life or death.

b3—4 SO, they are not cowardly or stingy.

— IMPLIED: they are courageous (avopeiog) and generous.

b6—7 SUMMING UP: they are decent (kdcuio¢ [~ co@pwv]) and not money-loving,
not stingy, not fraudulent, and not cowardly.

b7-8 SO, they are not unjust (#d1koc) and not intractable in relationships
(dvoocvPorog).

b10-12 SO, they are just (ducaioc) and gentle (fjiepog) rather than antisocial and savage.

c3-5 FURTHER, they are sharp (e0pa61g), not dull (dvopadng); they can strive on.

c7—d2 AND or SO, they are retentive (Lvnpovikog); the striving isn’t in vain.

d4-11 FURTHER, they are moderate (£upetpog) and engaging (s0yapic), and not
uncultured (dpovcoc) or indecorous (doynpwv), since truth is akin to moderation.

487 a4->5 THUS, they are retentive, sharp, generous, engaging, and a friend and intimate
of truth, justice, courage, and discipline.

Plato Republic 3.402¢2—4

10 THG 6OPPOcHVIG 101 kal dvopeiag kai | “We’ve got to recognize the forms of discipline
£levBeproTnrog Koi peyaronpenciog Kai and courage and independence and generosity

660 TOLTOV AJEAQA. ... Yvopilopev and whatever siblings of them there are...”
Plato Meno 73e—74a

{MEN.} ... éy® Aéym ov poévov dikarocvvny | MENO: ... I say that not only justice but other

GAAGL Kad GAMaG etvon peTdc. things are virtues, too.

{ZQ.} Tivag tavtog; einé. olov kol £yd oot SOCRATES: What are they? Tell me. For
elmolu v kai GAAa oynuota, € pe kekevolg: | example, I could list you other shapes, if you
Koi 60 ovV €uol gine GAANG APETAC. told me to. So now you tell me other virtues.




Christopher Moore (Penn State)
“The (number of the) virtues of the philosopher-rulers”

10 September 2025
Academy of Athens

{MEN.} 'H avdpeio toivuv &uotye doxel
GPETN ElVaL Kol 6OEPOSVV Kol 60Qia Kol
peyolompEmELa Kol GAANL TOUTOAAL.

MENO: In that case, I think courage is a
virtue, and discipline, and intelligence, and
generosity, and a whole lot of others.

Plato Meno 88a

{ZQ.} "Ett toivuv kol T0 Kot TV Yoy
oKeEYOUED. 6MPPOSVVIY TL KOAETS Kol
O1Kal0ovVIV Kol avopeiav Kol evpadiav kol
PV UV Kol PEYAOTTPEMELOY KOl TOVTA TO
TO0DTA,

SOCRATES: We’ve yet to consider those things
that pertain to the soul. You call something
discipline, and something justice, and also
courage, sharpness, retentiveness,
generosity, and all those sorts of thing?

Aristotle Rhetoric 1.6 1362b12-14

01Ka100VVI), Avopeio, cOPPOcHVY),
peyoioyoyia, peyoarompénera, kol oi GAlon
al totadTo EEe15 ApeTal Yap yoyis.

Justice, courage, discipline, dignity,
generosity, and the other such states — these
are the virtues of the soul.

Aristotle Rhetoric 1.9 1366b1-2

pépm 6 dpetiig dwkaroovv, Gvopeia,
COPPOSHVI|, HEYOAOTTPETELD, PNEYALOY VYL,
£lev0eprotnc, povnoig, Goia.

Parts of virtue: justice, courage, discipline,
generosity, dignity, independence, reason,
intelligence.

Cratylus list of virtue terms
411d4 reason (poévnoig)
dé judgment (yvoun)

e2 comprehension (VONo1g)
e4 discipline (co@pocivn)
412al knowledge (émotun)
a4 understanding (chveoig)
bl intelligence (copia)

cl goodness (tdyafov)

c7 justice (dtkooovvn)

413d9 courage (dvdpeia)

Agesilaus list of virtue terms

3.2-5 evoePeia

4 dtkaroovvn with respect to money
5 kaptepia and ykpateio

6.1-3 dvdpeia

6.4-8 ocopia

7 QUAOTOALG

8.1-2 10 gbyapt

8.3—4 peyoroyvopocvvn

8.5 Tpovoio

8.6-7 <avtdprelo>

9.1-2 <transparency and availability>
9.3-5 <avthpxelo>
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‘Hyovuévng 81 aAn0siag ovk &v mote oipat
QOUEV QVTT] YOpOV KAK®V dkoAovBfical.
Hag yap;
A Dyég te kai dikarov f0og, @ Kai
ocwepocHvny Emechat.

‘Opbdsg, Eon.

... pépynoot yép mov 6t GuVEPN
TPOGTIKOV TOVTOLG AVOpPELd,
peyorompémela, evpddeia, pviun-

“With truth leading, I don’t think we’d ever

say that a chorus of evils would bring up the
rear.”

“How could we?”
“It’d instead be a sound and just character that

follows, with discipline attached to it.”

“That’s right.”
“ ... And I’m sure you remember that it turned

out that courage, generosity, sharpness, and
retentiveness belong to them, t0o.”

Plato Republic 6.494b1-2

dporoynTaL yop &M Nuiv dpadea kai pvipn
Kol Gvopela Kol peyalomPETELD TADTNG ELVOL
TG POGEWG.

“For we affirmed, didn’t we, that sharpness,
retentiveness, courage, and generosity are
characteristic of their [philosophical] nature?”’

Plato Republic 6.503¢c1-2

eopaBEeic kol pvipoveg kol ayyivol kol
0&€1g kai doa dAAa TovTOIC EMeTon

“the sharp and retentive, the keen and
incisive, and whatever else is attached to them”

Scholarship on the passage

Nettleship (1897, 145-6): “[Plato] starts with accepted ideas; goodness shows itself in four main forms, the
cardinal virtues of the Greeks. Every nation... has its own idea of virtue... and the Greeks conceived of complete
virtue as showing itself under these four principal aspects.” Cf. Hackforth 1913, 266; Cornford 1912, 252.

Adam (1897, ad 427¢): this is “the first explicit assertion of the doctrine of four cardinal virtues... there is
no evidence to shew that these four virtues and no others were regarded as the essential elements of a perfect
character before Plato,” but he is confident that it is a Platonic tenet.

Shorey (1930, 346n d): “Plato recognizes other virtues even in the Republic (402c: élevBeprotmg and
peyorompéneta, cf. 536a) and would have been as ready to admit that the number four was a part of his literary
machinery as Ruskin was to confess the arbitrariness of his Seven Lamps of Architecture.” (347n e): Plato
recognizes that “he is not proving anything by this method, but merely setting forth what he has assumed for other

reasons.”

Bloom (1968, 373): “nothing has been done to establish that these four — and only these four — virtues are

what makes a city good.” Cf. Kastely (2015, 93-94).

Annas (1981, 110-11): blames Plato for making things easier for himself, saying that he innovated with the

list of four, and deploys a questionable method.

Waterfield (1993, note on 427¢): “this is a fairly standard list of Greek cardinal virtues, reflected also in the

discussion of the effects of literature at 386a ff.”

Pappas (1995, 74-5): Plato “turns an unexamined casual belief into a technical claim.”
Emlyn-Jones and Preddy (2013, Ixv—Ixvi): “At this point Socrates introduces the traditional four cardinal

virtues.”

Weiss (2015, 132n7): “the Greeks apparently had no fixed set of ‘cardinal’ virtues, despite the too-quick
assumption by some scholars that they did.” Cf. Sachs (2007, 121n61).

Quandt (n. 101): “the quaternion is authoritative enough to support Socrates’s argument for the eliminative
argument”; (n. 2116): “such a strong reliance on the traditional quadripartition of good ... is unwarranted (at least he
says OfjAov rather than évaykn), but in the end it will lead to a tremendous heuristic success.”




