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Current Position

Assistant Professor (tenure track) of
Philosophy of Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages
at the Philosophy Department of the University of Ioannina (Greece)

Websites
https://uoi.academia.edu/DVasilakis

https://philosophy.uoi.gr/en/didaskontes/dimitrios-vasilakis/

Area of Specialization (AOS):
Ancient Greek Philosophy, esp. Late Antiquity:

Neoplatonism (Pagan and Christian)

Areas of Competence (AOC):
Greek Patristics, Medieval Philosophy (Byzantine)
and Modern Greek Philosophy

Personal details

Born in 1986 in Athens.
Married; father of one daughter.
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Education and
Previous Positions held

Universitat Erfurt

Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter for a DFG Project on the Reception
of Dionysius the Areopagite (Project number 469331324; Philoso-
phische Fakultat, Lehrstuhl fiir Kultergeschichte des orthodoxen

Christentums)

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (NKUA)

Adjunct Lecturer (Department of Philosophy: Teaching Fellow)

Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat (LMU Munich)

Parental leave]

Post-Doc/ Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter of the DFG Project “Na-
tur in politischen Ordnungsentwiirfen: Antike — Mittelalter — Friihe
Neuzeit" (FOR 1986) (Teilprojekt 2) (Winter and Summer Semester)

Werkvertrag for research assistance (Winter Semester)
Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter (for teaching - Summer Semester)

Wissenschaftliche Hilfskraft (for tutorials - Winter Semester)

King’s College London (KCL)

PhD in Philosophy

PhD thesis: Neoplatonic Love: The Metaphysics of Eros in Plotinus, Pro-
clus and the Pseudo-Dionysius (: Pass without corrections;
https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/en/persons/dimitrios-
vasilakis(1cc3c059-afb7-4606-9e25-24fe6efd6ebl)/theses.html )

Primary Supervisor: Prof. Peter Adamson

Secondary Supervisors: Prof. M.M. McCabe
Dr Raphael Woolf
Dr Shaul Tor


https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/en/persons/dimitrios-vasilakis(1cc3c059-afb7-4606-9e25-24fe6efd6eb1)/theses.html
https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/en/persons/dimitrios-vasilakis(1cc3c059-afb7-4606-9e25-24fe6efd6eb1)/theses.html
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Examiners: Prof. John Dillon (Dublin)
Prof. Pavlos Kalligas (Athens)

Visitor for the Summer Semester at LMU, MuSA®: Munich School
of Ancient Philosophy

Master of Philosophy (MPhil)

Dissertation: The ontological status of Eros in Plotinus’ treatise II1.5:

“On love”
Supervisor: Prof. Peter Adamson
Examiner: Dr Raphael Woolf

Graduate Certificate in Academic Practice: Introduction to Learn-

ing & Teaching in Higher Education. King’s Learning Institute
Master of Arts, (MA) in the History of Philosophy

Dissertation: “Aspects of Nature and of its relation to Craft in Plo-

tinus with specific reference to the Aristotelian background”
Primary Supervisor: Prof. Peter Adamson

Compulsory military service]

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens

BA (Ptychion) from the Faculty of Philosophy, Pedagogy, Psychol-
ogy (®PITW); School of Philosophy

Publications

I. Book

Vasilakis, Dimitrios A. 2021: Eros in Neoplatonism and its Reception in Christian Phi-

losophy: Exploring Love in Plotinus, Proclus and Dionysius the Areopagite, Blooms-
bury Academic, London, NY, Oxford, New Delhi, Sydney.

e A book review was published by S. Klitenic-Wear in The International Jour-
nal of the Platonic Tradition, 15:1 (2021), 117-119.
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II. Articles
Peer-reviewed

Vasilakis, D.A. 2021: “Love as Descent: Comparing the Models of Proclus and
Dionysius through Eriugena”, Religions, 12:9 (2021): no.726 (pp.1-13:
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel12090726).

-, 2019a: “Neoplatonic Providence and Descent: a Test-Case from Proclus’ Alcibi-
ades Commentary”, The International Journal of the Platonic Tradition, 13:2 (2019),
153-171.

-, 2019b: “Hellenism and Christianity: Petros Vrailas-Armenis on the Constituents
of Modern Greek Identity”, Akropolis, 3 (2019), 88-108.

-, 2017: “Dionysius versus Proclus on Undefiled Providence and its Byzantine
Echoes in Nicholas of Methone”, Studia Patristica, vol. XCV1/22 (2017), 407-418.

-, 2016: “Maximus as a Philosophical Interpreter of Dionysius: the Case of Christ
as Manic Lover”, ©®coAoyia, 87:2 (April-June 2016), 103-112.

-, 2015: “Love and myth in Plotinus” Enneads I11.5”, Diotima. Review of Philosophical
Research, 43 (2015), 68-75.

-, 2014: “Platonic Hermeneutics from the Socratic View-point in Plato’s Meno”,
[TAdtwv: [eprodiko tnc Etatpeiac EAAvav @idoAdywv, 59 (2013-2014), 156-166.

In collective volumes

Vasilakis, D.A. 2023: “The Hermeneutics of Dionysius the Areopagite’s Platonic
Writing Style”, in E. Anagnostou-Laoutides and Ken Parry (eds), Later Platonists
and Their Heirs among Christians, Jews, and Muslims, Brill, Leiden-Boston, pp.111-
130.

-, 2021a: “A Neo-Platonic Dialogue on the Ethics of Love”, in K. Gredum, H.F.
Hagg, J. Kaufman & T.T. Tollefsen (eds), Love — Ancient Perspectives: The Metochi
Seminar, Cappelen Damm Akademisk, NOASP (Nordic Open Access Scholarly
Publishing), Oslo, pp.81-99.

BaowWakng, A.A. 2021b: «@eavOowmIOHOS XOLOTIAVIKOG KAL TIXYAVIOTIKOG:
OLYKQLTIKT] e€€taon dVO AVTIMEOOWTEVTIKWV Ttaxpadetypdtwv» (“Christian
and Pagan God-manhood: comparison of two representative examples”), in K.X.
Kapayrkovvng, m. A. Kovtoovpng, Z.I. Kwotapd, M.K. Mavtlavag (emup.), 1o
Areruotnuoviko Xvvédpo A.EAA. «Xpotiaviopoc xar AvOpwmiouoc», 6-8
NoeupBpiov 2019, Ipaxtikd (Proceedings), exd. Ilamalron, Athens, pp.39-52.
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Vasilakis, D.A. 2019: “On the Meaning of Hierarchy in Dionysius the Areopa-
gite”, in P.G. Pavlos, L.F. Janby, E.K. Emilsson and T.T. Tollefsen (eds), Platonism
and Christian Thought in Late Antiquity, Routledge, London and New York,
pp.-181-200. A revised and updated version of this paper appeared in Greek: “H
évvola g tepapxiag otov Atovvolo Ageomnayitn”, in M.I. MovldAa (ed.),
Apxaia Oidocopika Oéuata otny Iatepikn kar BuCavtiv Oidocopia [Ancient
Philosophical Themes in Patristic and Byzantine Philosophy], Papazisis, Athens, 2023,
pp-175-210.

-, 2017: “Platonic Eros, Moral Egoism, and Proclus”, in D.D. Butorac and D.A.
Layne (eds), Proclus and his Legacy, De Gruyter (‘Millennium Studies' series,
vol.65), Berlin-Boston, pp.45-52.

II1. Book-Reviews

Vasilakis, D.A. 2021: “Plotinus, Love and Metaphysics”: Review of Bertozzi (A.)
Plotinus on Love. An Introduction to his Metaphysics through the Concept of Eros, Lei-
den and Boston: Brill, 2021. The Classical Review, 72:1 (2021), 121-123.

-, 2019: Review of S. Mitralexis, G. Steiris et al. (eds), Maximus the Confessor as a
European Philosopher, Cascade, Eugene, Oregon, 2017. American Catholic Philosoph-
ical Quarterly, 93:3 (2019), 579a-583b.

BaowWakng, A.A.: BiBAokowoia ywx to: G. Karamanolis, The Philosophy of Early
Christianity, Acumen, Durham, 2013. Kpitika 13 (2014):
<http://www.philosophica.gr/critica/2014-13.html>.

Scholarships, Awards and Prizes

2023 The Research Project Proposal "Gender and Sex in the Philosophy
of Late Antiquity and Early Christianity" was chosen to be financed
by the K.A. Tsagadas Foundation Trust (NKUA). The research
team is comprised by Prof. G. Steiris (NKUA), Assoc. Prof. E. An-
agnostou-Laoutides (Macquarie University) and Ass. Prof. D.A.

Vasilakis (University of Ioannina).
2022 Award for excellence in teaching by the NKUA, Philosophy Dept.

2020-2021 Initialisierungsstipendium (Initialization Scholarship) from the

University of Erfurt, Germany (Summer and Winter Semesters)

2010-2013  AHRC (Arts and Humanities Research Council) scholarship for
PhD study
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Holder of KCL Graduate School Conference Grants, Arts & Hu-
manities Small Grants for Research Students, Philosophy Depart-

ment Bursary (for Conferences)
“A.G. Leventis Foundation” annual Grants

Academy of Athens Scholarship and Scholarship by the Founda-

tion “Lilian Voudouris” for Postgraduate studies.

“Honourable mention for a GTA excellence in teaching award”
(KCL Philosophy Dept.; see below)

King’s (KCL)-AHRC Research & Training Support Grant

“Honourable mention for an excellence in teaching award” (KCL

Philosophy Dept.; see below)

“Andreadis Prize” by the University of Athens (for graduation
with the highest mark in the faculty: “Excellent”-09.70/10.00-grade
AY)

Annual Scholarships and Prizes by the 1.K.Y. (State Scholarship
Foundation) due to excellent marks (9.40; 9.90; 9.60; 9.90)

Conferences/Seminars/Workshops

As participant

Abstract peer-reviewed

“Dionysian Apophaticism in 20th Century Orthodox Discourse: A
Way out from the Western Secular Impasse?”, 2nd IOTA (Interna-
tional Orthodox Theological Association) Mega-Conference, Volos

(Greece).

“The Dionysian notion of hierarchy in Palamas’ oeuvre”, in the
conference on “St Gregory Palamas and Hesychasm: Past and con-
temporary challenges and perspectives”, Holy Metropolis of

Trimythountos, Cyprus

“From Love to Descent through providence; or from Proclus to
Eriugena through Dionysius”, 19th Annual International Society for
Neoplatonic Studies (ISNS) Conference 2022, Athens

“Dionysius” Christ versus Proclus” Socrates: how to provide (or
polemicize) in an unmixed way”, 18th Annual ISNS Conference
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Febr. 2021
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2021 (Panel on “Platonism and Christian Thought in Late Antiquity
and Byzantium: Rivals, alliances, or merely a continuum?”), online

(via Zoom)

“Love and Platonic Descent: some consequences in Proclus and
Dionysius”, in the online Conference “The Reception of Plato from
Late Antiquity to the Middle Ages”, Macquarie University, Sydney

and National and Kapodistrian University of Athens.

Presentation of my book on Eros in Neoplatonism and Its Reception in
Christian Philosophy at the 1st Online Edinburgh Byzantine Book
Festival (https://www.ed.ac.uk/history-classics-archaeology/news-
events/events-archive/2020/1st-online-edinburgh-byzantine-book-

festival)

“Neoplatonic Descent: A Proclean Example with a Dionysian
Counterpart” in the Workshop “Platonism and Christian Thought
in Late Antiquity”, Oslo

“Dionysius versus Proclus on Undefiled Providence” in the XVIL

International Conference on Patristic Studies, Oxford

“Aspects of the erotic way of life in Proclus” in the XXIII World
Congress of Philosophy, Athens

“Petros Brailas-Armenis and the constituents of Modern-Greek

identity” in the Conference: “Reflections on Identity”, Berlin

“The Platonic question of egoism and the Proclean ideal lover”, in
the Conference “Arxai: Proclus Diadochus of Constantinople and

his Abrahamic Interpreters”, Istanbul

“Platonic Eros, moral egoism and Proclus” in the International Pla-
to Society first regional Meeting, University of Michigan, Ann Ar-
bor

“Love and Myth in Plotinus Enneads, II1.5” in the X Conference of
the International Society for Neoplatonic Studies (ISNS), Cagliari,

Sardinia

“Love and Myth in Plotinus EmnneadsII.5” in Master-Class
KNAW/OIKOS “Expanding the Canon of Ancient Philosophy”,

Amsterdam


https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/en/activities/masterclass-knawoikos-expanding-the-canon-of-ancient-philosophy-amsterdam-31-jan1-february-2012-serving-as-an-introduction-to-the-international-knaw-colloquium-proclusexpanding-the-canon-of-ancient-philosophy(04fddcb6-f2e2-4b0d-ae96-8e304b2c5f09).html
https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/en/activities/masterclass-knawoikos-expanding-the-canon-of-ancient-philosophy-amsterdam-31-jan1-february-2012-serving-as-an-introduction-to-the-international-knaw-colloquium-proclusexpanding-the-canon-of-ancient-philosophy(04fddcb6-f2e2-4b0d-ae96-8e304b2c5f09).html
https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/en/activities/masterclass-knawoikos-expanding-the-canon-of-ancient-philosophy-amsterdam-31-jan1-february-2012-serving-as-an-introduction-to-the-international-knaw-colloquium-proclusexpanding-the-canon-of-ancient-philosophy(04fddcb6-f2e2-4b0d-ae96-8e304b2c5f09).html
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June 2020
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Invited

“Dionysius the Areopagite between Faith and Scepticism: His Re-
ception in the Twentieth Century”, Maimonides Lecture on Scepti-
cism, MCAS (Maimonides Centre for Advance Studies), Universi-

tat Hamburg

“Reading the Symposium through Alcibiades I: Proclus on the prob-
lem of egoism”, International Workshop “In the Mood for Love:
Socrates' Legacy on Eros”, University of Crete (Rethymno), hybrid

event

Two lectures for the Summer School/Study in Greece “Ancient Cit-
ies, Empires and the Modern World”, NKUA, Athens

“Towards a Dialectical Relation between Form and Content:
Reading Plotinus’ Enn.IIL.5.[50] via the Phaedrus?”, Workshop on
Intellect and Soul in Alexandrian Neoplatonism (within the frame
of the Project “Between Athens and Alexandria: Platonism, 3rd-7th
c. CE”), IMS (Institute for Mediterranean Studies), Rethymno

“Eros in Neoplatonism and Dionysius the Areopagite”, online dis-
cussion of my 2021 book, hosted by the Dionysius Circle
(https://dionysiuscircle.org/)

«JTAatwvikog éowg kat veomAatwviopoc» (“Platonic Eros and
Neoplatonism™), 2nd Open Lecture Cycle of the NKUA Philosophy
Dept. («cApopuég AtxAdyov»), online

“The Reception of the Corpus Areopagiticum in the 20th Century
Orthodox World: Ambiguities and Particularities”, Graduate Col-
loquium on the Cultural History of Orthodox Christianity (Online,

Universitat Erfurt).

Two Guest Lectures (on Plotinus and Dionysius the Areopagite) in
the context of Prof. G. Steiris” Postgraduate Module on Renaissance
Philosophy (M.A. in Philosophy course of the Dept. of Philosophy
at the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens).

One Guest Lecture on Plotinus in the context of Prof. G. Steiris’
Postgraduate Module on Renaissance Philosophy (MA in Philoso-
phy, Dept. of Philosophy, NKUA).

Presentation of the intended Research Project: “Dionysius the Are-
opagite’s Reception among Key Thinkers of the 20th century Or-
thodox World (V. Lossky, Fr. Sophrony, Chr. Yannaras, J. Ziziou-
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las)” at the Online Graduiertenkolloquium zur Kulturgeschichte

des Orthodoxen Christentums (Universitat Erfurt).

“Two Themes from the Work of Prof. Mark Edwards”, IV Collo-
quium Adamantianum, The Cambridge Centre for the Study of

Platonism, University of Cambridge

“Platonic Eros, Moral Egoism and Proclus”, Metochi Study Centre
(University of Agder), in Mytilini/Lesvos

Selected by KCL to participate in the Cornell Reading Group on
Aristotle’s Eudemian Ethics, book IV, held at the University of Cor-
nell, Ithaca, NY

“Modern Greek identity and philosophy in the work of Petros
Brailas-Armenis (1812-1884)” in the workshop “An Immortal De-
bate: Philosophy”, KCL, Centre for Hellenic Studies, London

Translation and comments in collaboration with Adam Crager (of
Parva Naturalia, 458b25-459a22) at the Princeton University-
University of Crete Summer Workshop in Ancient Philosophy

As (co-)organizer

and convener of

Conference on “Philosophy in Byzantium: The Order of Nature
and Order of Humankind” (Oct. 5-6, MuSA®, LMU, Munich; co-

organized with Peter Adamson and Jonathan Greig)

talk by D. Vasilakis “Neoplatonic Love and Plotinus”, Goode-
nough College London

talk by R. Woolf, “Platonic Love and the Individual”, Goodenough
College London

talk by P. Adamson, “The Reception of Greek Philosophy in the
Islamic World,” Goodenough College London

Teaching Experience

Postgraduate (PG) Courses

Undergraduate (UG) Courses


https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/en/activities/an-immortal-debate-philosophy--ideology-between-late-byzantium--moderngreece-workshop-organized-by-dr-niketas-siniossoglou-kings-college-london-centre-for-hellenic-studies(18a15065-7f36-47b4-88e4-3b2bac585e9b).html
https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/en/activities/an-immortal-debate-philosophy--ideology-between-late-byzantium--moderngreece-workshop-organized-by-dr-niketas-siniossoglou-kings-college-london-centre-for-hellenic-studies(18a15065-7f36-47b4-88e4-3b2bac585e9b).html
https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/en/activities/princeton-university-program-in-hellenic-studies-university-of-crete-summer-workshop-in-ancient-philosophy-aristotle-on-dreams(39dd5a7d-b7a2-4a0f-a2e7-aebd1f612606).html
https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/en/activities/princeton-university-program-in-hellenic-studies-university-of-crete-summer-workshop-in-ancient-philosophy-aristotle-on-dreams(39dd5a7d-b7a2-4a0f-a2e7-aebd1f612606).html
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2023 Fall
2023 Fall

2022 Spring
2022 Spring
2021 Fall

2021 Spring
2020-"21 Fall
2020-"21 Fall

2015 Spring
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2013 Fall
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2012 Fall
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2011 Fall
2011 Spring
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University of Ioannina

Special Topics in Ancient Greek Philosophy V: Philosophy of Late
Antiquity (OX-E®701: Plotinus, Enneads V.1.[10])

Philosophy of the Middle Ages (PX-ED517)

Workshop on Research Methodology I: Basic Principles of Research
in Philosophy (®X-Y105)

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens

Ancient Greek Philosophy I: Presocratic Period (730AX226)
Ancient Greek Philosophy V: Political Philosophy (73®AX.229)
Philosophy of Nature (739X124)

Introduction to Ancient Greek Philosophy (66PX20)
Philosophy of Nature (730X124)

Greek Philosophy of the Diaspora (73®X125)

Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat

Seminar und Lektiirekurs on Plato’s Symposium (in German).

Tutorials for Essaykurs on Freedom and Determinism (in German)

King’s College London

Graduate Teaching Assistant (GTA) for Greek Philosophy
Neoplatonism (GTA)

Greek Philosophy: themes from Plato (GTA)

Greek Philosophy: themes from Aristotle (Teaching Tutor)
Greek Philosophy Revision Sessions (for the federal system)

Various topics of Ancient Greek Philosophy (Tutor)

Other Academic Activities

I have served as

e External Examiner of a D.Phil. thesis on Dionysius the Areopagite at the

University of Oxford (the online viva took place on 17 March 2021/24 June

10


http://www.kcl.ac.uk/artshums/depts/philosophy/modules/level6/6aana020.aspx
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/artshums/depts/philosophy/modules/level5/5aana001.aspx

CV:D.A. VASILAKIS

2022); examiner (within the seven members committee) of a PhD on Pro-
clus at the University of Ioannina (viva 22 February 2024).

e Reviewer of the Journals Religions, Phasis, Akropolis and of an ISNS publi-
cation.

Languages

English (fluent), German (advanced), French (reading), Latin (reading), Ancient and
Medieval Greek (proficiency), Modern Greek (mother tongue)
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